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Principles of the
ACCURATE REVISED TEXT

The basis of this revision is the definitive text of
The Pilgrim’s Progress edited by J. B. Wharey and
Roger Sharrock, and published by Oxford Press
(Clarendon) in 1960.

Of foremost consideration has been a style of simple
conversational English that, while not being racy,
yet maintains faithfulness to the style, meaning,
doctrine, and purposes of John Bunyan. This editor
welcomes suggestions and constructive criticism in
this regard.

A select variety of archaisms has been retained, with
modern equivalent terms in brackets, since these
expressions have gained a particular timeless quality
and quaintness about them that are intrinsic to The
Pilgrim’s Progress. Certain other antiquated modes
of sentence construction have been modified to
produce a more contemporary style of expression.
Chapter headings, as well as occasional
subdivisions, have been added to assist in the
understanding of The Pilgrim’s Progress.

The marginal Scripture references and most
notations included by John Bunyan have been
retained as footnotes and also revised. In certain
instances, where an item appears to be redundant,
the notation has been excluded. Of course the text
includes countless other allusions to Bible passages,
and a number of these are referenced in italics as
footnotes. Some additional clarifying comments on
the text have been added as well.
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INTRODUCTION

URING the latter half of this twentieth century,
numerous revisions of The Pilgrim’s Progress

| have been published. However, while several
of these publications have proved to be accurate and
useful, many have been lacking in precision, not only in
linguistic style, but also with regard to the author’s
doctrinal intentions.

Doubtless John Bunyan would have heartily agreed
that his allegory should be made as clear as is possible
to this modern generation, though without sacrificing
truth and his attractive plainness of writing.

With this in mind, yet another contemporary
rendering is offered with the earnest desire that it will
prove faithful to the Bedford tinker’s expressed
purpose, namely that the reader perceive the substance
of Bible and gospel truth that lies beyond the veil of
allegorical style.
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